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“ … Pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more. viz., those of the Entered Apprentice. the Fellowcraft and the Master Mason (including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch)"

- Constitution

United Grand Lodge of England

THE Grand Chapter OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Royal Arch Masons

My Brother:

If you: -

would like to learn more about Freemasonry,

were impressed with the degrees you received in your Lodge,

would like to receive still further light,

please read on!

If, on the other hand, you: - 

feel you know all you want to,

have no interest in forming new friendships and widening your Masonic horizons,

joined the Craft only to wear the pin,

this is not for you.

THE STRUCTURE OF FREEMASONRY

The Symbolic or "Blue Lodge" constitutes the foundation and framework of Freemasonry. The degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason contain the basis and essentials of the Masonic teaching. They are the equivalent of the three "Rs" without which there could be no further education. 

As many people find it desirable to obtain further education beyond the fundamentals, many of your Brothers have availed themselves of the additional light found in the degrees of the Royal Arch Chapter, the Council of Royal and Select Masters, the Commandery of Knights Templar and the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

Do not be misled by the term "higher degrees". Those who use it in referring to these degrees are misinformed. There are no "higher" degrees than those of the Symbolic or "Blue" Lodge.

These additional degrees do, however supplement and amplify the Symbolic degrees. They fill in the gaps and afford the historical background needed to complete the whole picture of Freemasonry. They add to the moral and spiritual lessons taught in the Lodge as well as open up whole new vistas of Masonry. Of all these additional degrees, the most closely related and most logical successor to the Master Mason degree is that of the Royal Arch.

IN THE BEGINNING

In the beginning, our ancient operative brethren had only a single degree. It probably consisted of an obligation to observe the ancient charges and regulations, and possibly a recitation of the various legends of the Craft. Our Brother became an apprentice, fellowcraft or master as his skill and experience warranted.

In more modern times, our Craft became speculative in nature. Men other than operative masons began to be admitted to membership, and the Freemasonry we know today gradually evolved. In 1717, four old Lodges met in London to devise means of promoting the fortunes of the Craft. At that historic meeting, the first Grand Lodge of Speculative Masonry was formed. In the years immediately following the establishment of this Mother Grand Lodge of ours, the ritual and symbolism developed into that which characterizes our philosophical Freemasonry today.

The basic element in all degrees was the loss and recovery of the "Master's Word", as related in the legend of Hiram. Over the years, the ritual of Craft Masonry underwent a number of changes. In 1751, a group of Irish Masons residing in England became dissatisfied with the practices being followed by the "Mother Grand Lodge", charging, among other things, neglect of what we now term the Royal Arch degree. These dissidents together with some others, formed a rival body which became known as the "Ancient Grand Lodge". During its existence, this body was very active, chartering many Lodges in England and overseas.

The two groups eventually reconciled their differences, and in 1813 they merged, forming the United Grand Lodge of England, which continues to the present day. In the Articles of Agreement consummating the union is the statement that “ . pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more. viz., those of the Entered Apprentice. the Fellowcraft and the Master Mason (including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch)"

The Royal Arch is the completion of the Master Mason degree. For various reasons the Royal Arch degree is not now conferred in the Symbolic Lodge, although it was for a considerable period of time. Over the years it evolved into a separate body which, with the addition of three other degrees, is now known as the Capitular series. The legend of the lost Word is portrayed in the Master Mason degree, but only a substitute is given the candidate. The Royal Arch, however, recovers that which was lost, and the allegory and symbolism of Ancient Craft Masonry is thus brought to completion.

CAPITULAR MASONRY

The Royal Arch degree is conferred in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons as the summit or climax of a series of four degrees. In this series are the degrees of Mark Master Mason, Past Master and Most Excellent Master, which precede the Royal Arch in that order. Each has its own story to tell, its lesson to teach and moral truth to illustrate. All are colorful and rich in historical interest. A brief summary of each is given below.

Mark Master Mason

In point of time, this degree should follow that of Fellowcraft. Many Masonic students believe this degree is far older than any other Craft degree, with good reason to support this belief.

It was customary for our operative ancestors to cut their "mark" or signature into each piece of stone they hewed for the building, so that their work might be identified. These marks may be seen today on the stones of many of the old cathedrals of Europe. From this ancient custom grew the present day registration and use of "Trade Marks". We see them countless times each day, identifying the products of our modern industrial concerns, but few know the origin of this custom.

In the Mark Master Mason degree, the candidate selects his own personal mark, which is recorded in the Book of Marks, to be his own Masonic signature for all time. In this degree he will learn the significance and symbolic meaning of the Keystone, the Chisel and the Mallet. In it, he receives his symbolic wage for good work, true work, square work.

Past Master

In an earlier time in Masonic history, the Royal Arch degree was conferred only upon those who had been regularly elected to preside over Craft lodges. It was therefore restricted to actual Past Masters of Lodges, which sharply limited the number of Brethren who were eligible to receive it.

In order to make its valuable lessons available to the many who otherwise were worthy and well qualified, the practice grew up of conferring upon such Brethren a form of the degree customarily conferred on Masters of Lodges.

The degree of Past Master as conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, creates the candidate a "Virtual Past Master". This degree is one of the shortest in the Masonic structure, but it teaches the most important lesson that those who would govern over others, must first learn to govern themselves.

Most Excellent Master

This degree is probably of more recent origin than the others in the Capitular series. It has been called the most spectacular in all Freemasonry, and with good reason when conferred by a full cast in costume. It is certainly one of the most dramatic.

Chronologically it should follow the Master Mason degree, it has for its theme, the completion and dedication of King Solomon's Temple, so long anticipated in the degrees of the symbolic Lodge. It follows closely Biblical history, and completes the Temple legend upon which Ancient Craft Masonry is built.

Royal Arch

The Royal Arch degree is the "Pilgrim's Progress" of Freemasonry. Here we find the actual completion of the Master Mason degree and the recovery of the lost Word. After the death of King Solomon, his people drifted into idolatry. They were defeated in battle by the Chaldeans, their magnificent Temple destroyed and the Israelites carried away into captivity. There they remained for better than 50 years until liberated. Many of them returned to Jerusalem and began the task of rebuilding the city and Temple. While this work was going on and the rubbish of the first Temple was being cleared away, interesting and valuable discoveries were made, chief of which led to the recovery of the lost Word.

The Royal Arch degree is unmatched in pageantry. It is the Keystone of Ancient Craft Masonry, without which the building is incomplete. It is a "must" for the brother who would complete that which he has begun.

THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER

The Chapter bears the same relationship to Royal Arch Masonry that the Lodge does to Symbolic Masonry. Any Master Mason in good standing in his Lodge may petition for the Chapter or Capitular degrees. Membership in the Chapter is dependent upon maintenance of good standing in the Lodge.

While it is forbidden to solicit candidates for entrance into Masonry, this is not the case with regard to the Royal Arch Chapter. Your having attained the Master Mason degree is an indication that you have been found worthy of membership in the Craft. It is quite generally regarded as permissible and even desirable for a friend to invite you to share the advantages and privileges of Chapter membership. Whether your petition is solicited or initiated by you, it will be equally acceptable and will receive fraternal consideration.

There are at present almost 103 Royal Arch Chapters under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York. They are located throughout the State so that there is undoubtedly one in your area. Chapters meet once or twice a month. Your attendance as a member is to be desired, but like the Lodge, it is not intended to interfere with your necessary duties.

The manner of conferring the Capitular degrees is similar to that of the Symbolic Lodge. They may on occasion be conferred at a Royal Arch Festival, where all or several are conferred in a single day. While they are portrayed for your edification, you will not be required to memorize any part of the work.

The Chapter presents ample opportunity for service along whatever lines you may prefer. If you would like to take part in degree work, this can no doubt be arranged, or if you wish to become an officer or serve on committees or take part in some other Chapter activity, the opportunity will quite probably be afforded you. Because of the generally smaller membership of the Chapter, a friendly and informal atmosphere is the rule.

The Royal Arch color is red, the significance of which is explained to the candidate. The Royal Arch apron is the lambskin bound with a red border. The insignia of the Royal Arch Mason is the triple tau within a triangle and a circle as shown on the cover of this pamphlet. A well known Chapter emblem is the Keystone, although it more properly belongs to the Mark Master Mason degree.

Chapter fees are modest and annual dues low.

The information contained in this pamphlet is for your enlightenment. Should you have any questions or desire further particulars, we suggest you contact an officer or member of your nearest Royal Arch Chapter.

